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August 2025 Dr. Royrickers Cook Endowed Engagement Award  
Office of Outreach & Engagement, Auburn University 

 
May 2025 52 Ways to Climate Proof Your Finances 

Extension Disaster Education Award 
• 2nd Place National Winner 
• 1st Place Central Region Winner 

Environmental Education 
• 2nd Place National Winner 
• 1st Place Central Region Winner 

Educational Curriculum Package 
• 1st Place National Winner 
• 1st Place Southern Region Winner 

 
March 2025 
 

Faculty Excellence Award in Outreach, College of Human Sciences, Auburn 
University 
 

March 2025 Team Award, 2025 Agriculture Employee Awards. College of Agriculture, 
Auburn University.  

  
March 2021 National Sadie Alexander Economics Scholar,  

The Sadie Collective 
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Sept 2024 3rd Place Communications Radio or Podcast Award, National 

National Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences   
Cynthia D. White, Portia Johnson 
 

Sept 2024 1st Place Communications Publication Award, National 
National Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences   



Theresa Jones, Portia Johnson, Patricia Smith, Angela Taylor, Renee’ Vines, Cynthia 
White, Catundra Walton, Janice Hall 
 

Sept 2023 1st Place Past Presidents’ New Professional of the Year Award National 
Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences 
Portia Johnson  
 

Sept 2023 1St Place Communications Written Media Award, National  
National Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences  
 

Sept 2023 Educational Curriculum Package, 1st Place National  
National Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences  
 

June 2023 Gold Marketing Award 
Association for Communications Excellence 
 

June 2023 Silver Graphic Design Award 
Association for Communications Excellence 
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Alabama FAST: FAFSA Application Survival Toolkit 
Alabama FAST supports high school students and families to make informed choices about the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The program is delivered to high school seniors and 
juniors in partnership with school career coaches and counselors. The initiative reaches over 10,000 
students annually and is endorsed by the Alabama Department of Education, Alabama Possible, and 
the Alabama Commission on Higher Education. This course was created by the Family Financial 
Resource Management Extension Specialist in the College of Human Sciences, Auburn University and 
Alabama Cooperative Extension System, Auburn, AL.  Alabama FAST has won several awards (*See 3. 
Honors and Awards)  

 
Wise Money 101: Managing Weekly Income, Savings & Expenses 
Money WISE 101 is a 1-hour workshop that supplements the Weekly Income, Saving & Expenses 
(WISE) Money Management Calendar. Participants learn to (1) track expenses and income, (2) 
develop a personal money plan (budget), (3) manage their plan, and (4) adjust for planned and 
unexpected expenses. The accompanying WISE Money Management Calendar is redesigned, offering 
a more user-friendly format and new worksheets. This course was created by the Family Financial 
Resource Management Extension Specialist and Regional Extension Agents in the College of Human 
Sciences, Auburn University and Alabama Cooperative Extension System, Auburn, AL.   
 
Power of Saving (Smith, P. & Johnson, P.L.)  
The Power of Saving encourages savings behavior among children. The three-part series includes 
videos, activities, and handouts. Three short videos covering: Power of Saving, Needs and Wants, and 
SMART Goals. Supporting the videos are activity sheets (Earning Income, Kid Entrepreneur, Needs and 
Wants, My Priorities, Power of Saving Activity, SMART Goals Activity, Currency and Me- Coins, 



Currency and Me- Bills) and handouts (Power of Saving Handout, Time + Consistency = Growth 
Handout). Finally, students complete a Power of Saving Pledge and engage in savings goals across the 
three-week series. Extension Agent, Patricia Smith, delivers Power of Savings in a savings campaigns 
that celebrated National Teach Children To Save Day, American Saves Month, and Financial Literacy 
Month.  

 

©ExE9±7∂¢غxf9 � ±fá Ä©غ� Ä? •غ E¢á • ±© 

� • ±f9 xEيxEÄ] ±c ∂¢غ 7xf9 � ±fá Ä©یغ ?fÄ…f±Eغ ]غ E� ±∂ • E 

 

Luria, Joseph M. & Johnson, Portia. (2024). The Impact of Increased Financial Literacy Education and 
Awareness Through Marketing Approaches. Auburn University Journal of Undergraduate Research. 
Luria. https://bpb-us-
e2.wpmucdn.com/wordpress.auburn.edu/dist/a/151/files/2024/08/Luria.pdf 

 

Johnson, P.L. White, K., Watkins, K., McCoy, M., Byram, J.L., Muruthi, B. (2022). Money Conversation 
Lessons for FCS Educators of Black, Hispanic, and White Households. Journal of Family & 
Consumer Sciences.  
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Smith, B., Johnson, P., Wheeler, B., Kiss, D., & Berry, A. A. (2025). Aging in America: Implications for Family 

Resource Management. Journal of Human Sciences and Extension, 13(2), 11. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.55533/2325-5226.1550  

 
Weber, P., Casolaro, E., Simpson, C., & Johnson, P. (2024). Voices from the community: The perspective 

of nonprofit organizations in student philanthropy courses. Journal of Public Affairs Education, 1–
25. https://doi.org/10.1080/15236803.2024.2370216 

 
Parks, J., Worthy, S., Johnson, P.L., Moorman, D. (April 2024). “What about the Children?”: College 

Students Simulating a Child’s Role During the Community Action Poverty Simulation. Journal of 
Financial Counseling and Planning. DOI: 10.1891/JFCP-2023-0016 
https://connect.springerpub.com/content/sgrjfcp/35/1/84  

 
Smith, R., Johnson, P.L., Worthy, S., Jorgensen, B., Schindler, K. (2023). Family Resource  

Management: Past, Present, Future. Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences.  
 
Johnson, P.L. White, K., McCoy, M., Watkins, K. (2022). Lessons for FCS Professionals on Relationships 

between Financial Socialization Messages Financial Management, Optimism and Stress by Race & 
Ethnicity. Journal of Family & Consumer Sciences.  

 
Parks, J., Johnson, P.L., Moorman, D., Worthy, S., Aaron, L.A. College Students’ Attitudes Toward Poverty 

During the Adult Role of the Community Action Poverty Simulation. Journal of Human Sciences and 
Extension.   

https://our.auburn.edu/files/2024/08/Luria.pdf
https://our.auburn.edu/files/2024/08/Luria.pdf
https://bpb-us-e2.wpmucdn.com/wordpress.auburn.edu/dist/a/151/files/2024/08/Luria.pdf
https://bpb-us-e2.wpmucdn.com/wordpress.auburn.edu/dist/a/151/files/2024/08/Luria.pdf
https://doi.org/10.55533/2325-5226.1550
https://doi.org/10.1080/15236803.2024.2370216
https://connect.springerpub.com/content/sgrjfcp/35/1/84
https://www.aafcs.org/resources/publications-products/journal-consumer-sciences
https://www.aafcs.org/resources/publications-products/journal-consumer-sciences


 
Benitez, J., Huang, H. Johnson, P.L. (2023). The Relationship between COVID-19 Pandemic-Linked Job 

Losses and Health Care Access and Household Financial Health in Medicaid Expansion and Non-
Expansion States. Medical Care.  

 
Johnson, P.L. (2022). Money Milestones: Promoting Children’s Financial Literacy Through Parent and 

Caregiver Education and Socialization. Journal of National Extension Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences. https://neafcs.memberclicks.net/assets/documents/journal/2022-
jneafcs/Money%20Milestones.pdf.   

 
Johnson, P.L. & Hines, Emily. (2022). FAFSA Completion: Considerations for an Extension-Led Statewide 

Nudge Campaign. Journal of Extension. Clemson University.  
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Johnson, P.L., Thomson, R., Rabinowitz, A., Keown, K. (2024). Heirs Property in Alabama. Alabama 

Cooperative Extension System. Auburn, AL. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/home/heirs-
property-in-alabama/ 

 
Johnson, P.L., ̂ Jones, T. (2023). WISE Money Management Calendar: Guide to Managing Your Weekly 

Income, Saving & Expenses. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. Auburn, AL. 
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/wise-money-management-calendar/ 

 
Johnson, P.L., ̂ Hines, E & *Ross, K. (2022). Student & Family Guide to FAFSA. FCS-2639. Alabama 

Cooperative Extension System. Auburn, AL. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-
career/student-family-guide-to-fafsa/ 

 
Johnson, P.L., ̂ Hines, E, ̂ Vines, R, *Ross, K. FAFSA Poster Series for Educators: FAFSA Myth Busters. 

FCS-2659. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. Auburn, AL. https://www.aces.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/FCS-2659_MythBustersFAFSAPoster_071522L-G.pdf 

 
Johnson, P.L. Alabama FAST Media Guide.       FCS-2706. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. Auburn, AL. 

https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/alabama-fast-media-guide/ 
 
Johnson, P.L. Alabama FAST Promotional Card Series: Consumer Promotion.       FCS2675-C. Alabama 

Cooperative Extension System. Auburn, AL. https://www.aces.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/FCS-2675-C_AlabamaFASTPromoCards_070122L-G.pdf 

 
^Smith, P., Johnson, P.L. How to Teach Children to Be Savvy Savers. Alabama Cooperative Extension 

System. Auburn, AL. FCS-2654. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/home-family/how-to-teach-
children-to-be-savvy-savers/ 

 
Johnson, P.L., Smith, P. (2021). 2021 Child Tax Credit, Earned Income Tax Credit, & Child & Dependent 

Care Deductions. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. Auburn, AL. FCS-2652 
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/2021-child-tax-credit-earned-income-tax-
credit-child-dependent-care-deductions/ 

 

https://neafcs.memberclicks.net/assets/documents/journal/2022-jneafcs/Money%20Milestones.pdf
https://neafcs.memberclicks.net/assets/documents/journal/2022-jneafcs/Money%20Milestones.pdf
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aces.edu%2Fblog%2Ftopics%2Fhome%2Fheirs-property-in-alabama%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cplj0009%40auburn.edu%7C14c6f4d517194ddc40cd08dcb8bc1554%7Cccb6deedbd294b388979d72780f62d3b%7C0%7C0%7C638588365148986410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uU6kQzY2pRuGNAsrgIz6pE2bLNrwAhGQ1Eo%2FhJqDFpM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aces.edu%2Fblog%2Ftopics%2Fhome%2Fheirs-property-in-alabama%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cplj0009%40auburn.edu%7C14c6f4d517194ddc40cd08dcb8bc1554%7Cccb6deedbd294b388979d72780f62d3b%7C0%7C0%7C638588365148986410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uU6kQzY2pRuGNAsrgIz6pE2bLNrwAhGQ1Eo%2FhJqDFpM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aces.edu%2Fblog%2Ftopics%2Ffinance-career%2Fwise-money-management-calendar%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cplj0009%40auburn.edu%7C2545b8a92b2e4a48bb7d08dabdb43aee%7Cccb6deedbd294b388979d72780f62d3b%7C1%7C0%7C638030879027423468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F2o%2Bzp1bdeG5rKVXTh8yrnL8LgNo%2BYNV77mWjiDPc5Y%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/student-family-guide-to-fafsa/
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/student-family-guide-to-fafsa/
https://www.aces.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FCS-2659_MythBustersFAFSAPoster_071522L-G.pdf
https://www.aces.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FCS-2659_MythBustersFAFSAPoster_071522L-G.pdf
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/alabama-fast-media-guide/
https://www.aces.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FCS-2675-C_AlabamaFASTPromoCards_070122L-G.pdf
https://www.aces.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FCS-2675-C_AlabamaFASTPromoCards_070122L-G.pdf
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/home-family/how-to-teach-children-to-be-savvy-savers/
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/home-family/how-to-teach-children-to-be-savvy-savers/
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/2021-child-tax-credit-earned-income-tax-credit-child-dependent-care-deductions/
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/2021-child-tax-credit-earned-income-tax-credit-child-dependent-care-deductions/


Johnson, P.L., Smith, P. (2021). 2021 Tax Deductions & Credits for Homeowners. Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System. Auburn, AL. FCS-2652 https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/2021-
tax-deductions-credits-for-homeowners/ 

 
Johnson, P.L. (2021). How To Deduct Pet-Related Expenses on Your Taxes. Alabama Cooperative 

Extension System. Auburn, AL. FCS-2628: https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/how-
to-deduct-pet-related-expenses-on- your-taxes/ 

 
Johnson, P.L., *Ross, K. Money Milestones for Kids Infographic. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. 

Auburn, AL. FCS-2644. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/money-milestones-for-
kids/. 

 
Johnson, P.L. (2021). Writing a Financial Resource Management Extension How-To Publication. Alabama 

Cooperative Extension System. Auburn, AL. FCS-2629: 
https://sites.aces.edu/intranet/comm/Resources/Writing%20a%20FRMWD%20How- 
To%20Publication.aspx 
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White, C., Johnson, P.L. (2025, November 11). Financial Resources During Income Interruptions. 
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/financial-resources-during-income-
interruptions/ 

 
Johnson, P. (2025, March 6). Human Sciences Extension's Upcoming Scam and Fraud Prevention Events - 

Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
 

Johnson, P.L. 2025 Child Tax Credit, Earned Income Tax Credit & Child & Dependent Care Deductions. 
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/child-tax-credit-earned-income-tax-credit-
child-dependent-care-deductions/ 

 
Johnson, P.L. & Qing, D. 2024 Tax Deductions & Credits for Homeowners. 

https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/tax-deductions-credits-for-homeowners/ 
 
Di Qing & Johnson, P.L. (January 2025). Tax Time Checklist. Alabama Cooperative Extension System. 

Auburn, AL. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/tax-time-checklist/ 
 
Di Qing & Johnson, P.L. (January 2025). Tax Preparation Assistance. Alabama Cooperative Extension 

System. Auburn, AL. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/tax-preparation-
assistance/ 

 
Johnson, P.L. & Di Qing. (January 2025). 2024 Basics of Federal Taxes. Alabama Cooperative Extension 

System. Auburn, AL. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/the-basics-of-federal-
taxes/ 

 
Di Qing & Johnson, P.L. (January 2025). Clean Vehicle Tax Credits. Alabama Cooperative Extension 

System. Auburn, AL. https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/finance-career/clean-vehicle-tax-credits/ 
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Alabama Making Sense: Foundations of Financial Success [Video] 
The Office of Alabama Governor, Alabama State Treasury. The video project, sponsored by The Office of 
Alabama Governor, spearheaded by State Treasurer Boozer, engages 14 experts from state, federal and 
university organizations. It is a series of 6 video modules across different financial topics. Johnson. P.L. 
created section 3, module 4, covering tracking and managing income and expenses. It is designed to be a 
resource for state employees and citizens to increase financial literacy. 
 
Alabama Money Limited Series [Podcast] 
The Alabama Money podcast is a 10-episode audio series that makes conversations about money 
management more relatable, useful, and inspiring. The podcast is hosted by Portia Johnson, PhD and 
Cynthia White, financial resource management and workforce development regional extension agent. 
The series is available wherever podcasts are offered and serves Alabamians across the state and 
beyond. https://www.aces.edu/blog/series/alabama-money/ 
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